
S6C Destinations
University - Apprenticeships - Employment

Finding the right 
pathway at the right 
time, for every student.



Destinations at S6C: 
Year 12: Careers Passport, Who Do You Want to Be? 
in Life Skills,Polly Wiggins talking on all three 
pathways, 1:1 specialist appointments with Polly, 
Aspire Programme for most able students (open to 
all), Character Curriculum Tracker, Careers 
Passport slides and set tasks,  UCAS fair,  
Apprenticeship week, Destinations Day 
programme, Work Experience. Year 13: multiple 
Life Skills sessions and assemblies on researching 
and applying, lots of resources shared, tutor 
performance reviews 1:1, university led personal 
statement checking service, plasma screen displays, 
open access tutors and Rebecca and Rosie. National 
Apprenticeship week.  

All resources shared on 
Information Classroom 
and Careers Classroom 



▪ University, Apprenticeships, Employment

▪ Core course content? Optional studies/modules available? 
Internships, placement, or study abroad opportunities? 
Structured teaching, or more independent research? Lectures, 

seminars or tutorials? Ongoing assessment or exams? 
▪ Hours, pay, support, career progression prospects for 

Apprenticeships?

▪ Accomodation? What about travel to and from? Local cost of 
living? (Extra student loan allowance given for London).

▪ Reputation, student satisfaction, and future pathways

▪ Is it what the student wants to do?! 

Choosing the right path 
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UCAS Hub - students need to set up accounts

Unifrog - students have accounts

Uniguide - search online

Prospectus (so they can find courses they wouldn’t think to search for, as they 

might never have heard of Anthropology  etc)

Open Days and Applicant Days

Resources for Uni
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UCAS apprenticeships

Target Careers

Ratemyapprenticeship

Student Ladder

https://apprenticeshipsinsalisbury.co.uk/

Indeed

Resources for Apprenticeship & Employment 
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https://apprenticeshipsinsalisbury.co.uk/


How to Apply on UCAS
▪ To start an application you need a UCAS Hub 

account. All S6C students are meant to have made 

an account during Study Skills and will be asked to 

register on Destinations Day on July 10th (bring 

GCSEs results and exam boards) .

▪ Accounts use personal email (not college email) but 
are linked to college using a buzzword so we can 
manage the application.

▪ You have up to five choices

▪ Applying costs £27

▪ Apply by the equal consideration date. 

▪ Universities and colleges can’t see your other 

choices when you apply.



The personal statement 

09 May 2022Security marking: PUBLIC |   8

The only section you have full control over

       Your only chance to market yourself as an individual

The same for all of your choices

A maximum of 4,000 characters, or 47 lines

A minimum of 1,000 characters

There isn’t a spelling or grammar check

No formatting allowed

UCAS’ similarity detection service: 
every personal statement is run 
through software to check for 

plagiarism. 



Personal Statement or 
apprenticeship/job 
applications
Include:

▪ Your knowledge of, and interest in, the 
subject area 

▪ Academic achievements, across all your 
subjects

▪ Your enthusiasm to go beyond the syllabus 

▪ Details of your independent study skills

▪ Any relevant work experience

▪ Your wider life experience and how it 
relates to you area of study, general study 
skills, or a possible future career.
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Students have links to the UCAS Personal Statement 
Worksheet, and a CV Builder. Full support available if 
they are still unsure. 1:1 is best. 

Students may need guidance and support but please 
remember that this is their application - if they get a 
place on a course using someone else’s ideas, they may 
not end up on the right course for them! 



When to apply for 2025 entry

2 May 2024

UCAS search tool 
displays 2025 courses.

16 May

UCAS Undergraduate 
application opens for 
2024 entry.

5 September

First day UCAS can 
receive a completed 
application to process.

15 October

UCAS application deadline for 
courses in medicine, veterinary 
medicine/science, and dentistry, and 
courses at Oxford or Cambridge.

329January 2025

UCAS equal 
consideration 
application deadline.
29th Jan 6pm 2025

28 February

UCAS Extra opens.

30 June

Last date for 
applications before 
Clearing opens.

5 July

Clearing opens. 
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8 December 2024 All S6C students must have completed and sent their UCAS 

application by this date in order to give tutors sufficient time to write the reference.



Finance & Funding
Select Student Finance in the drop 
down if you are going to use the 
student loan to pay your fees.

Then choose the county you live in. 

Note: If you have citizenship or a 
permanent residency visa, then you 
are not an international student, even 
if you have connections elsewhere. 
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Our message to students is that, whilst a 
loan is not to be taken lightly, university is 
affordable for all who wish to attend. 
● Student Finance repayment is 

designed to be manageable
● Additional Bursaries and Grants and 

Awards
● Range of accommodation
● Campus job offers
● Bursary help at S6C with application 

fees and open day transport 
● Careful budgeting considerations



Decisions

personal statement 

qualifications

reference 

Universities and colleges will review the:

admissions test

interview 

portfolio/audition

They may also ask for:
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1. PREDICTED GRADES on UCAS 
2. S6C INTERNAL PREDICTIONS
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Tracking your application
Head to your UCAS Hub to track your application. Click your application to: 

• follow the progress 24/7

• see your choices and personal information

• view your offers

• reply to offers online

You’ll receive one of three decisions from your choices:

▪ Unconditional offer

▪ Conditional offer

▪ Unsuccessful



Replies to offers
Once you have decisions on all your choices, you can 
choose two:

▪ One as a ‘firm’ acceptance – your first choice.

▪ The other as an ‘insurance’ acceptance. This 
acts as a back-up if you do not get into your 
‘firm’ choice.

Any remaining offers must be declined. 

Once all your decisions and replies have been made, 
if you are not holding an offer, you may be able to 
use Extra or Clearing to find available places.

A word on UNCONDITIONAL OFFERS
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Other options 
Extra (23 Feb – 4 Jul)

▪ Used all five choices and had no offers. 

▪ Add Extra choices for consideration one at a 
time.

Clearing (5 Jul – 17 Oct)

▪ Apply after 30 June, receive no offers, decline 
all offers, not met conditions. 

▪ Find vacancies from 5 July and add a Clearing 
choice to your application.  



Tools to help 

UCAS Hub lives   

Join our live sessions 
hosted by expert 
panels.

Ask questions to help 
you make an informed 
decision.

UCAS Discovery 

Talk to subject and 
admissions experts, 
discover 
apprenticeships, find 
advice on applying, 
and more! 

Discover a world of 
opportunities. 
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https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/ucas-hub-live
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/events


● Apprenticeship support cannot be 
scheduled, but is available.

● You may need to wait for just the right 
opportunity. 

● But you also need to see how an 
opportunity could be part of the 
pathway, even if it is not a direct route. 
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COMMUNICATION AND ETIQUETTE
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Young people often don’t like to speak 
on the phone, so may need to practice

Employers have asked us to remind students about basic politeness and about 
the importance of regular communication and professionalism.



HOW TO BOOST ANY APPLICATION

▪ Ongoing Academic Progress
▪ Work Experience
▪ Wider Engagement (Character 

Curriculum Tracker) 
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Top Tips

▪ Don’t apply to a wide range of courses
▪ Taking time to prepare for a strong application 

is better than putting in an early application 
▪ Don't be tempted to totally hijack the personal 

statement, it needs to reflect the student
▪ Students tend to complete courses they are 

personally committed to and excited about
▪ The internal deadline is important - we have to 

have time to write a reference that supports 
each specific application and, if applications 
get to us after the deadline, we can't guarantee 
we will be able to process them before the final 
closing date for equal application.

▪ Flexible and creative approach to 
apprenticeships



A closing word on Pastoral Support: 
safeguarding, mental health support, 
study support, life skills, referrals.

 

We are here for our students! It’s all 
about them!  
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Thank you: please 
ask questions 
now, stay online 
at the end, or get 
in touch with us. 
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WORK EXPERIENCE

▪ BETWEEN NOW AND MAY HALF TERM
▪ MEANINGFUL
▪ 3 DAYS plus
▪ WHY PART TIME WORK DOES NOT COUNT (but volunteering does)
▪ SLIDES ON CLASSROOM
▪ ADMIN ON UNIFROG
▪ THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX AND USE CONNECTIONS
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