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Welcome to A Level English Language!

The following tasks have been designed to give you an introduction to some of the
topics and issues we explore in A Level English Language. The recommended reading
and activities will provide a solid foundation for the start of your A Level Programme.



3. Language Levels Glossary

During the course you will be using a subject vocabulary to describe:

some of the features of language that appears in written text,
can be heard in spoken conversations,
typifies the language used by children

and can be used to describe the way different social groups use language

Some of the vocabulary may already be familiar from GCSE - but some not. One way
of building knowledge and checking understanding is to have a glossary of key terms.

Produce a word processed document with a definition and example of the following
terms:

e Proper noun, concrete noun, abstract noun, collective noun.

e Attributive adjective, predicative adjective, superlative adjective, comparative
adjective

e Main lexical verb, dynamic verb, stative verb, auxiliary verb, modal auxiliary
verb

e Adverbial phrase

e Minor, Simple, Compound, Complex and compound complex sentences.

e Interrogative statements, declarative statements, imperative statements,
exclamatory

e Morpheme, bound morpheme, free morpheme, lexeme, phrase, clause

e Pronoun, object pronoun, subject pronoun, possessive pronoun, reflexive
pronoun, relative pronoun

e Preposition, prepositional phrase

e Adverb of manner, adverb of frequency, adverb of time, adverb of degree,
adverb of place, disjunct

No one is expecting you to have learnt these by heart and be fully confident on the first
day... although if you are then that is terrific. These words are used to describe the
language features you will encounter (which is called AO1 - or assessment objective 1)
and is the key skill needed to succeed in A Level English Language.



1. Becoming a Student of Language

What does an A Level in English Language involve and what does it mean to be a great student of
English Language?

This activity will help you find out what’s involved in the A Level and beyond and the ways of
learning that will help you succeed in your exams and non-exam work, but more importantly than all
that: how to enjoy and get the most out of the course. You might be in for a surprise or two along
the way...

o Use the table below to get a sense of what might be involved in the A Level English Language
course. Tick the things that sound like you might find them interesting and then tick any that you
have already studied or learned about at some point in'your education (whether at Primary,
Secondary or just out of your own interest). ;

e Select three of these areas for language study that you most want to study in greater depth.
Write'a paragraph or two explaining what you already know (either through study or general
knowledge), and a paragraph explaining what you would like to know more about and why.

What you might study | know a bit I've studied ‘| Would like to

about this but this .| learn more about
have never : it
studied it :

How children start to say their first
words

The ways in which women and
men use language in similar and
different ways

Why everyone has an accent but
why some accents are liked more
than others

How social media language has
developed rapidly in the last couple
of decades

Where new words come from and
why

Why people in India, Nigeria, USA
and New Zealand all have their
own ways of speaking English

How people in conversation
interrupt and overlap with each
other and how that works

How slang develops and how it’s
been around for hundreds of years

“Why some words in the language
are particularly offensive and make
others feel angry or upset




What you might study

1 know a bit I've studied Would like to
ahout this but this learn more about
have never it

studied it

How writers use language to
persuade and influence their
readers

Why some jobs and occupations
develop their own specialist
vocabulary and expressions

How people switch and shift the
ways they use language in different
situations and with different
people

How English has changed from
something that only the common
people spoke to being the language
of all parts of society




~ 2. Leap into Language — Language Profile

One of the most interesting aspects of studying language is that you learn more about your own
language use, so let's make this first task all about you...

o Create a ‘language profile’ of yourself by answering the following questions and then writing
them up as a set of bullet points that highlight what you think are the most interesting and
important aspects of the language you use:

o What's your earliest language memory? Can you remember a nursery rhyme, song or
picture book from when you were very little?

o Have your family or extended family kept any records — video, audio, family memories —
of any of your earliest words?

o Have you kept any old school books from when you were learning to read and write?

o Where were you born and where in the UK, or the wider world, are your family from?
Go back a few generations if you like and think about any other languages that your
family members might speak, or other places your family members might have lived.

o Arethere any words or expressions only you or your family use, which others don’t
really understand?

o Do you oryour friends at school use language in any ways that you notice as being
different from other people around you? These could be other people in your year, your
teachers, your family, whoever.

o Do you listen to or watch anyone on TV, online or in films or music videos who uses
language in a way that interests or annoys you?

o Do you ever look at or hear someone else using language in a way that you find is totally
new or strange to you?

o Have your teachers or family ever talked to you about the way you speak?

One of the most useful resources for language on this course is you. Language is made up of so
much more than the words we see printed on a page, so when you are thinking about language,
come back to these ideas here to keep the range wide. We are often told there is a right way and a
wrong way to use language, but the more you study about language, the more you'll realise that it's
more complicated and interesting than that.

And you'll also start to build up a bigger picture of the different influences on your own language
identity as this course goes on —all the factors that influence who you are linguistically and how you
can choose to behave with language in different situations.



Suggested Reading

Recommended reading/resource

Introduction to English Language

Look at word classes, starting with the
explanations on the Englicious website.

http://englicious.org/lesson/word-classe
S

New and old language

Hovslr are new words created? Read the
article from The Guardian.

Coinings from Covid 19.

Have a look at how the Coronavirus has
infected our vocabulary and led us to coin
a variety of new words and expressions.
Some serious, some not so.

Etymology

It’s interesting to look at where different
words have come from and how they
might have changed their meanings over
time. Go to the etymological dictionary
and type some words into the search
engine to see their history.

https://www.theguardian.com/media/mi
nd-your-language/2016/feb/04 /english-
neologisms-new-words

https://nancyfriedman.typepad.com/awa
v _with words/2020/03/words-of-the-w
eek-coronacoinages.html

https:..www.etymonline.com/

Accent and dialect

Read this short article about the
difference between accent and dialect.

How well do you know British accents
and dialects?
Take the Expedia quiz.

Attitudes towards different accents and
dialects.

Sometimes people are judged on their
accent or dialect. Read the article and see
how far you agree.

https://www.lexico.com/explore/what-is
-the-difference-between-dialect-and-acce
nt

https://www.expedia.co.uk/ve/c/accent-

map/

Google - English Media Centre article -
‘Language Variation, Accent and
Attitudes’




Linguistics in the real world

Listen to a forensic linguist talk about
his work in solving crime on Word of
Mouth on Radio 4.

—

https: //WWW.bbo.co.uk/nrogrammes/mO
0027n6

Child Language Acquisition

Watch an episode of ‘The Secret Life of
4 Year Olds.’

a) What do you notice about what
the children can do grammatically
and lexically at this age?

b) What sort of mistakes do they
make?

https://www.channel4.com /programmes
,/Lhe—secret—life—of—4—anc1—5—year—olds

Language Change

Why does language change over time?
What are the reasons we use different
words, phrases and sentence types now
compared to people 100 years ago? 200
years ago? Make a list of your thoughts.

Read the articles. What does each one
help us to understand about how and
why language changes? Write down a
few ideas.

https://amp.theguardian.com/ books/202
0/mar/06/ no-more-nagging-wives-how-
oxford-dictionaries-is-cleaning-up-sexist-
language

https://www.theatlantic.com /entertainm
ent/archive/2018/08 /aretha-fra nklin-fin
ally-gets-her-props/568555/

https://WWW.historvtodav.com/historv_—
matters/pause-and-effect

Additional resources

Paul Heselton - fantastic videos on every
aspect of the course. Subscribe to his
channel and watch a few of the
introductory videos.

https:// www.youtube.com/@paulheselto
n230/featured

I hope you enjoy this little taster of what A Level English Language is about. It’s a
truly fascinating subject and I can not wait to see you back here in September eager to
discuss and debate and learn more about the world of language.

Enjoy your Summer.



